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Nsi thv he it hia sotwenty cpis iy j awlrit flm csuvictiiia cfassumption was a
his serious ntture ibt be imprc = e-

othere as be did biased with the blended-
austerlly and ennui ci dee and exjassu d
experience-

ihe ouIWIrg which wss assigned V-

lilm and hia flock by thfc Board of Educ-
tion ol Tuolumne county Cijlforc aid-
been originally a church It still ocrc o-

faded odor of sanctity mingled 20727-
ever with ft later and slightly elcohoic-
breath of political discussion tae restdt
of Its under ibe ru recognized aero
thority of the bosrd ta o tribune for th °

enucci tion o prty prltciplcfl and 5vo-
tion to the ibertlfs of the per a Ti re-

Vferc few dccesed hymn books on-

the techero ietik aed the blsck boird-
but Imperfectly htd an jmpxssiontd-
appeal to the citizens of In diRu Sprics to-

Kails for Stebbiut asSuperviscr The-
master had been atrcct with the size of-

iho black type In wMch this placard was-
printed and with a thriwd perception of-

Its value to the round wscderiDt eycnof-
his gmsller pupils allowed it to remain-
es a p eaElne sirnple cf orhORTBph-
yUnfortnnitcly allhouph iubdivided and-
epelt oy them In ita separta letters v ih-
painful and perfect accuricv H was col-

lectively
¬

tnown as Waliy abd its-
cenera taport prcdutlve of vsgue
hilarity-

Taking large tey from Ma pocket tl e-

mieter unlocked the door sud threw it-

open stepping bsct with a certain pre-
caution

¬

cf his ixpericica in-

once fladlnp x small but scciibte rttlo
jcakc coiled up near th threshold A
slight disturbance followed my cv the
trusioc the value cf that precau

and tho ht the hsd been

task he could set accomplkh that cc-

Tv3 seized cciupuncUen-
lUcovcricg himself nd retstsblishicg-

as it were he decorous dEcpirt of-

tho room by cljppirg tia hsnda Ld-

eayiug Sho he prssd up tba
asrrow aisle ct teccfee rep

thelidsni remiir d fsrstns rnmen1-
motionless gtzitg into it Hs apparent
meditatior however sjcatply th com
blued reflection cf his o n talnrc is
small pocket mirror to ita rccesif3-
nud a perrlexicg doubt in mind-
whether tne sacrifice cf his budding-
muttache was not tctcntial to the pro-
fessions

¬

austerity cf his cuntecarce-
But ha was presently awsie cf the tctnd-
of rrnsll voices iigbt crits and brief-
laughter icattered at vague and remote-
distirccs from the fchtclhcusc not un-

llko the birds sec squirrels re hid just-
dispossessed He cocnzd by these-

igns that it was oclock and his ¬

were assembling-
They csme la their usual decuilcry-

fashion the fashion cf country school-
children the world ever irregularly-
spasmodically and alwsjs ss if accident-
ally 1 few ksrdinhaBd others-
drives ahead ol or dropped behind their-
elders some in stragg IcV groups more or-

less coherent at tlnrcs1 enly conneced-
by far o2 lnteimtdiate vo Scea scattered-
on a space of hslf a mile but never quite-
alone always precccupled by something-
else than tne businesson hand-
appearing suddenly friTp dilcLc behind-
trunks and between jejyta Jills crop-
ping

¬

up In unexpecteu places along the-
road alter vague nd hopeless Cetcure-
seemingly going anywhere and-
everywhere but to school So ua-
looked for Ic fact was their flEtl
arrival that tho masUr who had a few-

moments before failed to a single-
torn straw hat or irdfaed eub bonnet
above his visible hor ftn was always
startled to find Ihtm suddenly usder his-

windows as if like the bird they had
alighted from the trees Nor was their
moral attitude towards their duty auy-
the more varied they alwajs arrived as-

If tired asd reluctant ith a doubting-
eclkiness tiat perhaps allerwarcs beamed
into a charming hypocrisy but in-

variably
¬

tempor zDg with their instincts
until the last moment and oaiy
rellcquishiEg possible truancy on-

tho very threshold SJtn after they-
were marshalled on tftstr usual benches-
they gazed at each ol2r every morning-
with a perfectly fresh astonishment and a-

dally recurring enjoyment 0 some hidden-
joke in this tremendous roncontrc-

It had been the habif of hs master t3-

utllizo these preliminary vagrancies cf-

his little neck by Inviting them on assem-
bling

¬

to recount any iEtcrestirr ircldent-
of tnelr jcurctv hither or fxTlirg this-
from taeir not infrequent shynessine-
xpressing what hsd secretly-
Interested them acy event that had
occurred within their knowledge
since they last raet Ks had-
deno this pirtly to gv th m to-

recover themselves Ic tfcut more lormal-
atmoBpfere and psrtiy I fear because-
notwithstanding his conscientious gra-
vity

¬

It greatly amused him It also-
diverted them from their usual round-
eyed breathless contemplation of him-
self

¬

a regular morning inspection whict-
generally embraced every detail 0 his-
des3 and appearance and made every-
change cr deviation the subject of whis-
pered

¬

comment or astonishment-
He knew that they knew blm more thor-
oughly

¬

than ho did himself and shrank

oTm

begotten

tc

rom the in ailiva vision of these em
emclxirva-

yjts said tae msster gravely-
Tlerrf was tbc jsnal lateral of bashful-

Vsltation vurgirg or nervous nilarlty or-
Jsypocl cilstirfoit Far the last six-
uola ibi question by the mister had-

been Iv b 7 rcctircd eirh morning as-
veiled pleasantry welch might lead to-
sIeia lufcrnsticn or conccslcone query-

cut cf fas dreadful bc < k before bin Yet
3 very clement cf usfceer ha t3 fas-

cinations
¬

J busy FilgEs 3 rraill boy-
olcshtcl vWent v tnjr Tltbout getting
up begsu iiutrlediy in a high ky Tlte-
ti go sad then suddenly subsided iato

weekly occupstioi a

showed

schol-
ars

deicsy

apiftic up Jocnny talA tfce mister-
erco r3igyV-

ientc sir It alut arrytLir btd feed-
nor asy reil ew asid IJapsrt Ill-

cec b3 elder bntber risiu wltb smily-
coccern sid frowrirg openly upon Johns-
iT Its j ° n bis foolishness he oughter
00 JicfeeJ FmiJIng almst 1J uneipected-
v on bis feet srd apparently t the end

rf a Iccgspirch be colored also and
then said hurriedly Jimmy Snyder he
= eed suthin Atk him and eat dowr

Every eye Including tho raftsteir wss
n nedon Jimmy Snyder Bat that youth-

ful c isirvsr instantly divirg his head-
snd K oulJera into hs defk remained-
laeia iurglicg es 1 under water Tw-
otrhrtC nearest him endeavoured with-
some sttujplirg to bring him to an in-

teliigiblo suifice acala The master-
wilted patiently Johcny idgee took-
advsnisge cf tha diversion to begin again-
in high key Tlge ith got thi end
enosided-

Come Jimmy said the rnsBter with
1 touch of percmptorlresa Thus ad-
jured

¬

Jimmy Snyder cirue ip glowing y-

nd bristlicg fith full stops and excla-
mation

¬

points Seed a black bar ccm-
in otiter Dives woods he said ex-
citedly

¬

Nigh to mi cz you bo N big-
z ahospn ficsriln 2 snippln like-

gesh Ktra alorg ker torords-
me Reckoned hsd er rat Didnt-
skeer ms tvorth a cent I hesved a rock-
at him Idii now in defiance of mur-
murs cf derisive commenn a he flld
Kf hed kern up furder Iq hev up vflth

which biD in t elitu and swotted r snoot

with

5

his

r

and

eclcal

< time

stony

f

l

ciurap

netycur boots
Tie master here thought to interfere

already used for veriouj TiVstoad peace wd privaiy point out that ths habit cf
ful gatherirgs of anmud nature An r stnk rg betr ae larceas a htrae with-
regu r attendaccc cf yeilow birds ad eccor Kiatc wai equally dirgercu to the-

squirrels dismisicd ttams lyes hrr a te > hicU wrs also the property ol-

ricdly through the brortti tioor anrt TBOlaesci cuon ttt to tha striker-
windows but a Rolden i zSnl fttiffined I ard taas tire vero to swot tvd he noun-
suddenly into otcny fiisic on the edge flubssiWc noot we likewise indc-
cf tiuehcd the heart f rs o s 3 not o be tolerated Thvs-

ci the aaster so elrcrgly by its resem1 admcnbdci Jimmy bojder aloeit un-

Vjlacce lo some kept la sad forgotten jensken in ins film in nis owncourige sat
scholar who had enccurcbed ever ihefdoTrr

A slight pitiie ec3uert The youthful
Fllget kiips ioVistsge of itopened ic 0-

hgaer key Tige its bnt the
waa here diveitedbytae smirch-

leg tv s cf Os svia Deaa s girl of eLvec-
who tftcr the fashion cf herscx

riCogKilion cf her presence
e eho catchsartficetic Mtjforgottrn

Peking uifrca the ce 1 tiadltfic 11 15 c rtvbuk her lone n r-

certain ftigmectery Dlecco < t pater zzG iron = finemdeja with an easy nsbitnal-

crumbling wood thxt fad fIIta ircc the accessioa

Cress BIcKcstrv ctraa home fro-
mSrsti rito Mrs McKlnstry told moth-
er th t comicbsck heie to school-

Tne riiajter looked up with an alscrity-
rerhsps irconelatect with his cjnicsl
ics My Seeirg the young girl curl
cu3 y wf chicg him with sn cxptctmtr-
roile he regretted is Cressy ilcK n-

stry ho tfa sixteen seirs old had been-
one ol tbo rnpils he had found ct the-
school vhn ho first csme But ts he-

htd also fcusd that sho wss there in the-
extraordiadiy sttltaae of btlcg en-

gsged to odc Seth Divif s fellow pupil-
cf nineteen end as rct of the courtship-
wis CJrried on JreeJy ard anccrc-
moiioisl7 durirg tcbool Sours-
wlta the ful parrnlasioTt ci the-
mast rs predecessor the master isd-
been obliged to point out to tae parents-
of Vie devoted couple tha erabsrrrssirg-

Beets cf this rssocistion en the disci-
pline

¬

cf the school The result had been
the wi hdrawsl cf the levers and pcsi-
oly the good will cf tho parents The-
return cf licycuDglady ws3 consequently-
a matter of toiEetigciCcsres Had the-
mihtcis protpt been atcfptcd or had-
the engagement Itself been broken c t

Either was not improbable His moment-
ary

¬

less cf attention was Johnny Filgees-
great pain-

Tige said Johnny with sudden and-
aiarmicg distinctness ita got th x-

pupthi mothly jailer-
In the laugh which followed thi3 long-

withheld announcement of an increase In-

the finally cf Johnnys yellow and dis-
reputsbu setter Tiger who usually ac-
companied hm to school and hpwied oat-
Mdf tht msster joined with mufked-
disticctness Then he ssld with equally-
marked severity Booke r The little-
levee was ended and school bejan-

It continued for two hours with short-
sighs corrugations cf emtll foreheads
the complaining cries and scratchings cf
slate pencils over elates and other signs-
cf miur rKcuisQ among tho more youth-
ful

¬

of the flics and with more or ices-
whisperlrgs movements of the lips and-
unconscious solilcqcy among the olde-
rpapS Tho msster moved slowly up and-
down the aislevith a word cf encourage-
ment

¬

or fxplsnation here and there stop-
pirg with hia hands behind him to gaze-
absuecttdly out of the windows to the-
wondering envy of the little ones A-

faint hum oaof invisible insects grad-
ually

¬

pervsded the school the mere per-
sistent

¬

drcnirg of r larae bee had be-
come dangerously soporific The hot-
brtathof thepines without btd invaded-
the doors and windows the wsrped-
shisglcs nn at times-
cresx d and snapped under tee rsya of
the vsftisa and unclouded sua A gtntle
perspfotios breko cut llio a wild epi
demic la the infant clsss attlo curls
tvesmc ttsrsp brief IssWifv Hm-
pfujl ej i moist ted rmi1 eye-

lidd hctvy The master himself started-
end awoke cut ot a perilous dream ot-

other eyes snd hair to collect himself se ¬

verely For theirre oIute half embar-
rassed

¬

half Itzy figure of a man had-
halted doubtlngly before the porch end-
open door Luckily tho children who-
were facing the master with their backs-
to the entrance did not see it

Yet the figure wss reither alarmlngnor
unfamiliar The mister at once recog-
nized

¬

It sa Ben Dabcey otherwise known-
ta Uccle Ben a Jgood an
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anopenatithnniic

rcsster3-
Gtttrtlc

pcierrc3-
apersouai

wraherboardicg

tmcred but not over bright miner
who occupied a emU cabin on an-

ncembricus claim in the oalskis ol-

Indian Spriig His avuncular < iiijw t-

evidently only au ironical tribute j his-
amiable incompetency and heavy good-
nature for he tvas d ill a young msu with-
no fsroily tics and by reason of nis sin-
gular

¬

ehynesr not even a vltitor ia the-
few fimilies of the neigeb inoi d As-
the master looked up he had in irritat-
ing

¬

recollection that Ben had oeen al-

ready
¬

haunting him for the Ust-
two dtys alternately ippeariig and-
dlsarieiing in hi3 pth to and-
from school as a more thsn uj-
uilly reserved and bisbful ghost-
This to the misters C7nical min-
dctaiiyUdicated that like many ghosts-
ha hid something of essentially ceilJh-
import to communicate Ctchicg the-
srimitlons haifaopssling eye he pro-
ceeded

¬

to exorcisa It wittTa portenticu-
frown and stake of the head that cauaed-
it to timidly warB and fall away from tae
porch only however to reapptar and
wsx lirgtr a few minutes Hier at one of-
the side windows The infant clas-
stailirghisappssiince 63 a heavensent-
ocon the truster was obliged to walk to-
the door snd command him sternly-
swjy wher retreating to tae fenc-
bs manttd the uppermost rail-

ad drawing a kiifo from his-

rccket cu a long splinter-
from t a rap and begin to whitile It ir
patient sad rasdltstiva silence But when I

ccess was dtcisred and the relieved-
feelings of tho tittle flock ha vent ia the
clearing around the schoolacuse the fe-

who rushed to the spot found hit Uncle-
I3en hsd already disappeared Whe cer
tae oppeirance of the children was too-
itcoaslitent with his ghostly ral3Eion or-

vhtther hia heart failed him at the last-
Moment the master could not determine-
Tet distasteful as the irnpeadisg inter-
view

¬

promised to be the master > a-

vaguely and irritatingly disapporsted
A few hours later when school was be1-

lag dismissed the master found 0t vi
Dean lingering near hs desk Looklrg-
Into the girls mischievous eyes he good-
humoredly answeied their expectation bv-

icferricg to her mornings news I
thought Miss McKinstry had been mar-
ried by tha time he said carelessly-

Octavia swlcglrg hsr eitchel like a-

censor as it she were performlrg pome-
act of thcrflcation ever her completed-
ttsks replied demurely Oh no dear-
no not that-

So It would seem said the m atrr-
I reckon sh never kalkiiated tc-

either continued Ostavla slyly lookirg-
ap from tbn corntr of her lashes-

lodeed
No she was just funning with Seth-

Davis thats all-

Funnins with him-
Yes sir Kinder foolii him yon-

know
KinderforliD him-

For an instant the msster felt it his-
professional duty to protest susihst this-
most nameidenly and fivolous treat-
ment

¬

of ihs matrimonial ergageraent-
but a second glance at the significan-
tfaccf nis youtafal auditor made him-
corcluda thit her insticciva knowledge-
of her own sex could be better trusted-
than nis lmpjrJcer theories lie turaed-
towards hia desk wi hout speaking-
Osavi gsve an extra swing to her
satcce1 tossing it over her gkonlder with-
s certtin small coquettishness and ra jved j

towards the dooi As she <XA so-

the infuat FUgee frcra the
safe vintage of ilia porch where-
he had lingered wss suddenly impelled to-
a crowning sadiclty As it struck with-
sn original idee but apparently address1-
iag himself to space he cried out j

Cretny MKinthry likih itticher scd
iassatly vanished

Puttirg these Incidents stemcly aside j

the master addressed himself to tse
tisk of scttiiig a few copies for the-
sext day as tho voices of his departica-
llock faded from tha porcss IVesentiy-
a sllenco fell upon the little Echool-
houoe Tarough the open door a ccol-
restful breath stole gt °tiy ss if nntare
Tiiare Jgain 3tealthily taking poseesslon of j

her own A pqulrrcl boldly cirne ecros-
ste porch a few twitteIn birds ch reing-
if stepped beat the air heGltstirgiy for-
a moment with their wlrga and fell btek-
with boftfuily protestiag breasts sciict-
egtinst the oren door snd the uniookd
lor spectacle of tho silent occupant Then

before minute
infant

lennlci

kinder

round

ously
waa-

not

master

the-
new

color
Uncle

relievj his-
eyes towards

books
yau-

suthen
going

Sorter runaiag school
hour3

scholar

raised

right

too-
Bat

hooks
rsister

tho

which
ths-

boo

turned

ctveesse Cetr
ihert

tCiied master arouari
pisecorn

know
He

bsisg

would inleifere

vrrlhep3
thtre another intrusion cca Jstyou

human > srcnrely essiy
looked angrily behold Ben-

He a ting-
step isiieg his very

them jcsln eoStiy
rJfiid cf tlaor-

or zjd thit-
the knowledge tcoroy

Aad

whit

a

a

¬

¬

¬

a
the

the

a

hia

¬

the
tha

¬

the above
with the rim of-

his felt aat endeavored from-
his face it worn

esttred it that
htco of

hia
such

in ccnrast
= r

to
¬

en the desk with
dusted his with aat-

with I I-

allowed thst
ye-

know Itd nice siothln
time s kc

his end-
thick ol ever

and your

why come hero
ths

the msster
thar-

didnt I a
You I

come then cny to
it

to whet said
with a j

his
j

ckcd if scat tiled
one two with Mr-

largo hind j

finally the Idea
the platform

tho having
dusted with flip

however that
to ¬

the-
school from

e sin nsin Dobells

said tin
cad be played

was
Grammar-

Ye aon t ceera a

said the relenting
at ¬

face with
yould

Youve
with-

affected
the For

on Parsings Dobell-
and thar

did sot

of each ether-
on Bens nt own-
sravely over his books The act sppearod-
to hU companion who with

3tll the window-
went on-

Ef them you
havent had It a mind ask

I hid an Idea cf of sort
ccdcaticn

over the old rgin jS pass the-
time in yer erter

etd doin a little
You lockice 02 as sa ex ry

payla ye as sick but keepin it theyre prettv Icfl scorn the-
twixt ourHf7es a I No tncy prett7

about whits orettv
tha suiiliag y his haad

snddsaly end
cted to tha

jiy bird Is
cciuing to the

I rtcken they It sort

ii yu retH nesa IVwMn vcu-
uscae the Usclo Bar said

cheerfully ciare sav theres
little d2 reac tha prleeipls is time

Beaa face had
briehteed suddenly fell took

from the m st i a hard
his cyer it armsi-

CLgth it hJ ther hid-
it cof down upon the d3k ss if-

it were some srtcie-
O rtcgly rauronred with = crasd-

rcfl lv The prirc-
pKa sa-
qelto oreathless snd c ftTv 5eds cf pres-
nration 8100 cut upon hl3 smooth-
ilxnk

ts to for instance
the wuh Iccreaslcg j and foliowla me-

r s as took cf e We will thst
yoa any copy book will 0
hsndeo his carelessly

with u of a
and proposed

Uccie not
discipline of scioo hours end rciiht-

help hfrn both N asked
was movementof But do-

but this time tccl the m eur m ro and ia your
to Uccle

with slow txsspor <

agc boots hiKh and-
putting dewn aa if he-
were some insecurity in the

recogn the fact
pathways of were

it

with

is

you

Usclo

Ben

got
style

which

jet adjective alat
n girls

Ben

hesse I micht lead you the-
bock you know come to ycu twice-
a

rndiant foce
wouldnt exactly the-

same kird o to me an Hoop
stld Youeee thai3 the

bits i e

o
Ben The e hnd th t took it timidlj
r t only trembled rut gr ped it with-
cDch fatal hooeless thsl the-
tuster w3 filn to walk to the wlrdcw-
eid the birds also

Tocre migaty bald them j yB-

tid Ucle Ben laying the r n with-
foiupul exactitude nesido the

his as If tad-
cchltved a miwclf cf delicate maiipn

They teem to afetred

wss another pau o-

f uddeay turned from
tell you whit Uacle Ben 3 ld with-
prompt decision jnd gravity

only thine you to to just-
throw over sad Parsons and Jones-
and tho old quill pen that I ac-

customed tc snd start fresh ts if youd-
never known them Forget

will mlgnty hard cf
tht continued locking out

but vou must it-
H turned back the brightness

Uncle Bens face tnat-
moment into-
hi3 Tne humble seeker

3aid hurriedly that would-
try

And begin at the
the muster cheerfully Ex-

actly like cf fief if you-
rcsily w <re a child egaln-

Thats aid Uncle °n rubblnc-
his hands delightedlv thatll

jest what was to

youve already been
1 intercepted the some-

surprise I thought you wonted it-
kept

yes responded Uncle Ben du-
bious Eat you sorter Bgreec-
with Koop Filgee that if vou took-
to ideasend didnt

him two bits time
here help of n
you wss and kinder stand-

siucnd she yon
to the fellows And

Ebcrp for c boy je kaow-
Tee master a moment fd i-

cinciudPd that Urcle Bon was probably
Flg e who was a hand

rorao
ciiain
cvnicism and honest emper had I

him He was a f ieg

and d llbnlt IIaching the masters desk j l f ° the house know ind the
snd tho quiet sad rearsl ai-

rcsudy the boys around town ez-
wouldnt nothin o trspsen into-
my cabin It they spotted I wss ud-
to thsr would never dream o hunting-
ms n re

1 Very wei sxld the it-
bo here then Observing tint his com-
naniou seemed cto bo struggling with an
inarticulate gratitude and apparently in-

exlricuble buckskin pnrse is poeket-
ho added quetly Ill jon few-
copies to ormmence with to-
lay out a few aaflnlshtd examples ol-
Msster Johrcy Filgees scholastic-
ccYevcroents

Aftr tbarkirg you Mr Ford Esid-
Uacle Ben faintly ef youll jast kinder-
signify you knew what you consider a
fairMr Ford turned quickly and dexter-
ously

¬

offered his hand to companion-
in such manner thst obliged to-

withdraw hia own from his pocket to-
srssp It ia return Youre wel-
come said the master and as I can-
only permit thio sort of thing gratuit-
ously youd better not know that-
vou propose anything even to-
Ruperi He shook Uncle Bena per-
plexed hand again briefly explained what-
he had to do and saying that would-
now leave him alone few minutes he-
took his hat and towards

you reckon said Uocie Ben-
slowly renardlng work before him-

that Id just bettor chuck them Dobell-
fellers overooara-

I certainly should responded
with Inflaile gravity-

Aad sorter walz in fresh like one 0-

them children-
Like chile sodded the master sa-

he left the porch-
A few moments later was finish-

ing cigar in ciesring to-

elecce in ct the schoolroom
Bea stripped of his coat and

with his thlrt sleeves rolled up on-

his powerful srms iisd evidently cist Di-
bell and extraneous aid-
aside aid with the perspiration

on his foolish forehesd and hia per-
plexed ftc close to masters desk

groping ong towards light-
in the totterins and devious tricks of-

Master Johnnie Filgcc like a very child-
Indece

CHAPTER II-

As the children were slowly straggling-
to their places the next morning the-
master waited for an to-

speak to Ruperi Tht but-
scarcely amiable youth was as sur-
rounded and Impeded by a group of hia-

small female admirers for whom It la but-
inst to add hid supreme contempt-
Possibly It was this heilthy quality thiti-
nclined the master towards him and it-
wss consequently with some satissction

and ministering presence
stopped awkwsrdly snd

scft to wipe
the meek smile tad when

he chanced also he hsd-
jtalVS the the

Filgte and Isrge figure-
irstantly assumed Brcbdiatciaa
proportions that he became-
more embarrassed than ev The-
mister made no attempt relieve hiro-

but regarded Mm cold interroga-
tion

I reckoned began one-
hand misters s3ected-
esse ss leg his

the other reckoned that
lorer sav Id fiad yfi-

alone at this time Ye ginrsHy are
a restful-

etccdlous when man so to-

spctk run bick en eddicition
all Enowed jist-

like me yo see I sorter spotted
yourwaysto-

onct did this-
morning and disturb school de-
manded

¬
sharply-

Thute so I sorter slipped up
said Ben with smile cf

ruefni assent see didnt allow
to In but hang round
a lectio and get used to and it-

to me
Used the master irn

patiently elb3it slight softening at
intruders penitent expression-

Uncle did not reply
butl is for3 I

or benches and c desk
as if testing their security und

abandoning ss dangernu-
seated himself on raised
ceslde masters cbalr pre vi

it the of his hat-
Finding the attitude

concucive explanation present-
ly rose egin aad picking up one cf

books the masters desi eyed-
it unEkilltally upside down and then-
ssidhesitctingly

I reckon Rith-
metickhtre

No msster-
Thalia Pesrs to cat-

ttat Dobell feller I brought up-

oaDobell Aad Parsings
to nsing Parsings-

Grammar cither-
No still-

more he glanced Uncle Bens per-
plexed s faint smile-

And I reckon be the-
suae of Jones stronomy and

hev changed
here he continued

carelessness but studiously-
avoiding masters eye a man-
ez wos brought up

Jones dont appetr to be much-
show nowadays-

The master reply Observing
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fico ho be hi
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I my to
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that he overheard fragments of his open-
ly comments upon his wor
ehlopcrs-

Tnere to Clsrinda Jones dontf-
lop And dont you to Oitovia Dean-

go on breathlrg ever my head like that-
If theres anything natc its having s-

girl breathing round me Yes you were-
I telt it In my hiir And you toe youre-
alwsya scooplu and snoodgic Oh-

jes you want to know whv Ive got-
an extra copy bock and another-
nthmetlc Miss Curiosity Well waat

wonld you give to knot Want to see if
and I with at

ycu know for Thats-
psatlme eh vcu

held

a-

ia ba

eyes of-
knowledge

I

I

my

Rjons-
mighty

opportunity

a

immediately

uufirnliiiriv

dlspariglag

I

and whats curiuus Qalt now Cime-
Dont ye see teacherIcoklu at you Aint-
vpu ashamed-

He cngst the mistrrs beckosiog eye-

3rd came forward slightly aosshed with-
a flush of irritation still on his handsome-
fa and his chestnut cnrl slightly-
rurapi d One which 0tavia hid-
covertly acctntcd by twisting round Ser-
fortfljger slood up SKe a crest on his-

ncad
Ive told Usce Bn that you might

help him here after f choolhoarssaid she
mister takine him iS Ce You m y-

therefore omit your writing c icec in-

tha Kornicg and do it it ia tne after-
mna

Tec boys dark eyes spwkle ind If-

it would he all the sine to you 6ir he-
adtlfd earnestly yon might sorter give-
nt ia scaccl that I was to be kept Is-

Im afraid that would hsrCly do-

alo fia rQAeter nuch smuscc1 Bu-
twt

Kuiierts co r deteied Sj i to-

ktp them darned uir s froai faolii
bsck here

ssia he mas
ter smmng a moment alter he added
more seriously I suppose your fitter-
knows you ore tJ receive money for-
ih And he doesnt orjac-

ne On no returned Rupert with-
flight look of torishrfat nnd the-

same gensal suggestion of patron zirg-
bis pregemtor tnat he hid prevt Usly-
howa to nis yonager brother Yo-

unitdai uiiad aim Ia reality FUget-
pure i widower of two yetrs stacdiag-
i sd tacitly allowed the duciplirp ot his-
Jamil to divjlve upen Rupert Htniera-
iprlng this the master could only sty

Tae Mister Very well sad good n < tnr dl dismiss
window I Itae pupil to his seat nd the subject from

nis mind Tne last laggard n d jast-
sipped in the mssttr had gliLcsd-
over thecccupled benches with his hand-
upon his warning bell when there was a-

quick step on th gravel a a alter of nkirts-
lko the sound of alighting birds and a-

young womsn lightly ente r l-

Ia ths rouLded untouched and un
trouoled fresaness cf her creek and chin-
and the forward droop ol her slender-
nect she appeared a girl cf tlitecr in-

her developed figure nd the rsstarcr-
drcpery of ner fcl skirta sae sesme t a-

womac In her combination cf nsdv-
ereckitssaesa and perfect understanding-
of 1 er persor bhe was both In spite ot s-

faw school books that jiuntily swung-
from strap in ner glovea hand she bore-
no resemblance to a pupil In her pretty-
gowa ot dotted muslin wltb bows ot blue-
riooon on the Ekirt aud corssge-
and a cluster if rostb ia her belt ae waj-
sa Inconsistent and incongruous to tae-
otherd S3 a fashion plate would hav-
been ia the dry srd dogeaied pages bs-

toie them Yet she rar ed It c2 7Ith a-

d mare minglirg cf tae nslvoto of youth-
anei she aplomb of i woman ctd s te-
sw p down the rarrow aisle osrylng s-

few fuii wrrdenag heads ia t s2 ov r-

Uow of hei iljunces there wis so doubt-
of her rtcsption in f c xrchsmilo tlt t-

clmplci her check Droppbg a half-
courtesy to the m ster th ony Eri gc3-

ticr cf ber eqaslity wia the others she-

toi k her place est one of the lirgtr dtskj-
acd resting her cinow oq the nd btgsii-
rj qaietlv remeve ner gicves It wss-
Cr jy McKnetry-

Irritated and dictirbdd at the ciria tin-
c ° renonious ent7iree tho master fjr thi

boj cf fourseea wtrf al3Ta strorgly j moment recesszed her ialutttioas-
s hapcter whoso youthful coldly rnd sSicteu to ignore ner clrbo

The situation wnj ca
coold not decline to re

ccive her S3 she v s no lorgcr eccora
paaitd by her lover nor could he plea-
deaire Ignorance of her broaen engage-
raer while to pot out the glarisg la-
snpr jpriitacess cf costume would do 6-

ti4h interference be knew ladian Spring-
wmI1 scarcely tolerate He could only-
acccrt such cxplinaticrs s she might-
choose to give He rang his bel as-

much to avert the direeed ecs A the-

cbildren as to brn 2 the sceie tor clinitx-
See cad removed her gloves sad waa-

stsacing up-

I reckon I csa go on vhero I left eft-

sha sali ItIly pointing lo the bocks she-
hid brought with rc-

For tho present 3aIJ ths master-
dr iy-

Tue first class waa ciiled L tr when-
his duty brought him to her sile to ws3-
surprised to find teat she wns evidently-
already prepared with ccastcullva les-

cor6 cs if she were rsrcBely uaconecions-
cf nsy doubt of hsr retara and ss-
coolly as If sho hsd only left-
tchool the dsy before Ikr-
stuuics were ttil quite elcmatcry-
tor Crassy McKinstry aad never b ea-

brilliant scholar but he precelvtd with-
cynictl doubt ot i s parrasnbncy thit she-
had bestowed unusal care upon her prs3-
ent performacca Jlceie war moreover-
certain deflates in l c3 it she nasi re-

solved
¬

to estop any objection to her re-

turn
¬

on the score 01 deficiencies He-

wis obliged in self defence lo take par-
ticular

¬

Lota of some rings she wore and a-

large bracelet that ostentatiously glit-
tered on her while arm which had al-
ready

¬

attracted the attention of her com-
panions

¬

and pic tripled the audible-
comment from Jotnay Filgee that it-

wss truly gold Without meeting-
hereye3he coattnted himself with se-

vaiely restraining the glances of ths chil-
dren

¬

that wandered in her direction-
Sse had never beea quite popular with-
the school in her previous roie of fiance-
and only Octavia Deeaand oae or two-
older girls appreciated its mysteriou-
sfscicatlon wsile the beautlfal Rupert-
secure In his avowed predilection for the-
middle aged wile of the proprietor of the-
Indian Spring hotel looked upon her as a-

precocious chit with moroth n usual pro-
pensity to objectionable oreathiag-
Nevertheless the mister was irrititlngly-
conscious cf her presence a presence-
which now had all the sosardity of-

her ridiculous love experiences super-
added

¬

to it He tried to reason with-
himself that It wss only 5 phasa of fron-
tier

¬

life which ought lo hsv3 sntused-
him But it did not Tee intrusion of-

this preposterous girl seetaed to disar-
rirge the discipline cf his Hie hs well a-

of his school Tho usuil vague farcfi-
dreama in which ho waa inthehibitofi-
ndulging during school hours dream-
sthit were psrhaps superinduced by the-
remotenesa cf his retreat and a certain-
res ful sympathy in ai3 little auditors-
which hsd mide him the grown up
dreamer acceptable to them ia his gea-
tie understanding of their needs snd-
weaknesses now seemed to have van-
ished

¬

forever-
At recess Ootavls Dean who had-

drawn near Cressy and reached up to-
place her arm round the older girls-
waist glanced at her with a patroaizlsg-
smile born cf some rapid freemasonry-
and laughingly retired with the others-
Tho mister at his desk and Cressy who-
had halted la the aisle were left alon-

eItave had no intimation yet from-
your lather and mother thit you were

coming back to school again he bezan-
But I sappoae they hava decided upon-

your return-
An uneasy suspicion of soma arrange-

ment
¬

with her former lover had prompted-
tae emphesls-

The young girl looked at him with lan-
guid

¬
astonishment I reckon paw and-

maw aint no objection she said with-
the name easy Ignoring of parental au-
thority

¬

that cisracter zsd Rupert FiJgce-
the diy before sad which seemed to be s-

local peculiarity Maw did cSr to-
come yer and see ycr but I told her she-
neednt bother-

She re3ted her two handj behind-
her on the ece cf a desk snd leaned-
against It locking down upon tho tee-
cf ther smtrt little shoe which wns-
describing a small seralcirclo beyond the-
hem cf her gowa Her attitude which-
wis half dcilmt half indolent brougat-
out the pretty curv s of her wai3l and-
shoulders The mister noticed it and-
becsrae 9 cflj mor austere-

Tatu I am to understand that this is-

a perasceat thiec he i ked coldly
Waals that s d Cresry interroga-

tively
¬

Am I to understand that v u Intend-
ccmicg reguttly to school repeated-
the mister cartiv ur is thU merely so-
arrinpcrcnt for a low dsys until

0 siid Crssycomprehtndicgiy Ut-
irghcr uiEb fcsii b ue eyes to hu you-
mesa that O1 thats broke oE Yes
see dded coMempuoulv making n-

larger secicircre wita ner lojt tnsti-
over vhree TZe ks go

AndSo thDivs dees he intend ra
lurnDc sot r-

He Sacbroke into a lisht Klrli a
laugn I reckon not much Siongs
Im here at least She hid ju lifted-
herself to s ltticg posture on the desk-
so that her little fuel swung clear cf the-
flior in tacir saucy dance Suddenly she
broujht her heels together and aligated-

So thats all ehe asked-
Yes
Kin I go no
Yes-

Sio laid her bsoks oae oa the top cf-
th other asl lingered an Instant-

Been qrto well she assed with in-
dolent

¬

pc itjrrs3-
Yea thank vcu-
Yoarelcckia rlaht peart-

Sho walked with a soataera girls un-
dulating

¬

licgaor to ths door opened It-

teen charged suddenly upon Oitivls-
Dean t7sild b r round in a wild wsliz-
and bore her way pppearisg a momen-
tater on tha playground demurely walking-
with her srra around her compaaions-
waist In an ostentatious conflience at-
once lofty exclusive and exisperatng to-
the smaller caiidrcn-

When school was dlsmicsed that after-
noon end tho master had remained to
show Rupert Filg e how to prepare Ca-
cle Bsno teskf aad hid given bl3 fina-
llcstructioua to hs youthful vlcegereat-
thit irifclblo AdcEls uabnrthen ed him-
self

¬

querulously-
Ii Oreszy iicKia3try coaiin reslar-

Mr Fore-
She is said tha master drily After-

s pause he aaked Why
Ruptns curls had descended on his-

eyebrows in heavy discontent Its-
mighty rough j st ez a feller reckons-
fied got qait of ner and her jackass bo-
to hev air prarxin back inter school-
sgln and ringed cu like tz If shed been-
to s fire ia a milliners shep

Yoa houldcc allow your persanil
diiite ijp ° r to provoke v ju to spsiE-
cf silo r choUr iz that wi > snd a-

young Ii Iy toe corrected the master
drilyThe

woods ia full 0 sich feller schol-
ars

¬

and iich young lacLss if you keer to-
go a gurnii r em siid Rapert with-
dark sat slangy aigcliijacse Ef Id-
know s 3 wis comia bck Id at-
soppaisad broughs ills sunburnt fist-
tgsicat the 3° sm of hl3 trousers with a-

boykh gesture Id htv jlst-
Vhst aid the mister sharpl-

yId hev plijcd roosey till aha left-
sccool sgls It moutnt hev bin so long-
neither be aaded wIiji a mysterious-
chuckle

Ta t will d ssld the master per-
tmptcriy F rthr present ycull st-
t ad to jorrduty xad try to ra ke Uccn-
Be see youre t JM = tang more tasn a-

fioiish prjidicd icaoeibv or ae-
added s > ri sad7 ho stadlmaYbca
repent cur rgrecment Let me have-
a good account cf you both vjhen I
return-

He took his bat Ircm its peg 01 ths-
w and la obecience to a suddenly-
formed resolution lett the schoolroom-
to call upon the parents of Cressy Mc-
Kinstry

¬

lie wss not quite certain-
what no should ssy but after his-
hxoit would trust to the inspiration of-

tne raoment as the worst he-
could resign a situation that new ftp-

pesred to ri quire mere tact Fnd-
delicacy than scmed consistent with his-
position aaa he was obliged to confess to-

tlmoelt thst he had Isiely suspected that-
his present occupation the temporary-
expedient ot a poor but clever young man-
cf twenty was ecircciy bringing hlra-
nearer srenllzuion of his daily dreams-
For ilr Jsek Ford was s youthful pilgrim-
who had 3ongat his fortune in California-
so lightly equipped that even ia tho mat-
ter

¬

of kin and advisers he was deficient-
That prospective fortune hid already-
eluded him in Sin Frsacisco had appar-
ently

¬

sot waited for hiai in Sacramento-
and new seemed never to have been av-

I diaa Spring Nivertheless when he
was once out of Eight ot tne sc aoolhouse-
he lit b cigar put his hands ia his pockets
aad strcde ci with tae cheerfulness of-

that youth to whica ail thlags are possi ¬

bleThe children hsd already dispersed as-

mysteriously asd completely as they had-

arrived Between hia snd the straga icg-
hamlet cf Indian Spring the andscspe-
setmedrto be without sound or motion-
The wooded upland cr ridge on vhica-
the schoolhouse stood hill a mils-
further on begin to elope gradually to-

wards
¬

the river on whose banks seen-
from that distance the town appeared to-

have been scattered Irregularly or thrown-
together hastilv xs if cast asaore by some-
ovcfl3w the Cosmopolitan hotel drifting-
into tte Bsptlst church and dragging iD-

its tall cf wreckga two saloons and a-

blacksmiths shop while the county-
courthouse wss stranded in solitary-
grzsdcur in a wsstu of gravel hall a mile-
away The Intervening flit was still-
gashed and furrowed by the remorseless-
engines ot earlier gold seekers-

Mr Ford wss in little sympathy with-
this ucsuccesslnl record cf frontier en-

deavour
¬

he fortune he hsd sought did-
not ceera to He in thst direction and his-
eye glance J quickly beyond it to the plae-
crested hills tcross ths river whose-
pilmevasccurity W3S so near and yet so-

inviolate or bsck tgaln to the trail he-
wss pursuing along tho ridge The latter-
prospect still retained its semisavage-
character ta spite cf the occasional-
suburban cottages ot residents and-
the few outlying farms or ranches-
of the locality The grounds cf the-
cottages were yet uncleared of under-
brush bear aad cstamouttistill prowled-
around the rude fences qtfthe ranchss-
the late alleged experiencS of the Infant-
Filgee wsb by no means Iraprobsble un-
precedentedA

A light breezs was seeking the heated-
flit and river and thrilling the leaves-
around him with the strong vitality of the-
forest The vibrating croas light3 and-
tremulous chequers cf shads cast by the-
stirred foliage seemed to T ve a fantas-
tic

¬

net around him aa be walked The-
quaint odora ol cerUIa woodland herbs

known to his 6cholsrs nd religiously Xept-
in their desks or left like votive cff iga-
on the threshold cf the ecaoolbonse re-

calledlall the primitive simplicity and de-
licious

¬

wlldness of the little temple he-
hsd left Even in the mischievous-
glances of evasive squirreLi and the moist-
ejes of contemplative rabbits there were-
faint suggestions of seme cf his own-
truints The woods weretrembling with-
genii memories of tho independence he-
had always cnown here of that sweet-
and grave retreat now so ridicuously in ¬

vaded-
He began to hesitate wilh oca of those-

revulsions of sentiment characteristic ot-
hl3 nature Why shoald he bother hm-
seif about this girl after all Why-
not niske up his mlcd to accept-
her cs his predeceseor end done-
Why wss it necessary for him to And her-
inconsistent with hh ideas of duly to his-
little flock and hia mission to them Was-
he not issuoirg a sense cf drcorura that-
was open to mlfconcsptior The ab-
surdity

¬

of her school costume snd ssy-
responsibility it incurred rested not with-
him but her parents Wast riaht had he-
to point it out to hera and above all-
how was he to do it He halted-
irresolutely at whit be believed wss his-
sober second thoagat out whot Ilka-
mot reflections itat tike thit tlvteriig
title wiw only a reaction a lrapa sive-
snd Illogicil S3 tae emotion tast pre-
ceded

¬
It-

Mr McKlnstrys smko rah fence-
Ww3 alreaay dltcemible lu ths lighter-
openiag ot the woods not far from where-
hs had hated As he stood there In hes-
ltaton the prettv figure and bright gown-
cf Cressv McKns tr suddenly emerged-
lrom a more secluded trail fjit intersect-
ed

¬

hia own st an scute anile a few roJ3-
ahead cf him S e wss not sloue but-
was sccompmled by a mile figure whose-
arm sae had evidently jnat Jlsiodgetl from-
her waist He wis sih tryiij to rssuae-
hs lost vantage she wss as resDlutiv-
evading him wih s certain nymph like agil-
ity

¬

while the sound cf ter tsMiughlcs
1 alflrste protest couli be faiatiy atari-
Without being Rbie to identify the fsce or-
figure of her companion ct taat diswace-
hs could aee thit it was rot her former-
betrothed Seth Dsvia-

A superior smile crossed his Jicc he-
no longer hceltatid but at ones resumed-
hU former path For some time Cressy-
and hsr companion moved on qnictly oe-

fore him Then on reaching the rsil-
fesca they turned sbruply to the rigar-
were lost for sn instant in the Intervening-
thicket snd the next moment Cressy ap-
peared

¬
alone crosslce the mesdow la a-

shorter cut towsrd3 the house hsvin-
either ecsled the fence or slipped throiga-
some fimilisr gsp Her companion had-
disappeared Whether they hsd noticed-
that tney wore observed he could not de-
termine

¬
Ho kapt steadiy aiong the-

trail tist followed tho line of fence to the-
lane that led directly to the firm build-
Inr and pushed cpe a the front gtte as-
Cressys light drees vanished round an-
anelo ct the rear of the house-

Tta houje of the McKinstryo rose or-
rather stretched itself before him in all-
the lezy uagalnllness of southwestern-
architecture A collection of temporary-
makeshilia of boards of log of can-
vas

¬

prematurely decsyad sua in some-
inotsnce3 abandoned for a newer erection-
or degraded lo mere outhousei It pre-
sented

¬

with singular franknea the no-
inidlc aad tentative dspo3ilIoa of its
founder It aid bsen repaired without-
being Improved its additions had seemed-
only to extend its Drimitive ugliness over-
a larger spsce Its roots were roughly-
shiogled or rudely besrded aad battened-
and tho rsfters of some of Ita lean-
tos wera simply covered with tr red-
catives As If to settle any doubt cf-
the impossibility of this heterogeneous-
ma 5 ever t3Sing unac itself any plcturs-
esquecomblnstion a sms 1 building of-
corrugated Iron transported ia sections-
from some remoter locillty hid been set-
up in Its centor Tae MclvM ry riach-
had long been an eyesore to the master-
even that morning ho tad been mutely-
wondering from what convolnticn cf thitl-
iidcous catysalia the bright oattertiy
Orcssy had emerged Is was with a re-
ne ilof this curiosity that he asd jast-
Been hr flutter bsck to It again-

A yellow dog who had observed him-
hesitating ia doubt where he should en-
ter

¬
here yawned rose from the sun-

lignt where he had been biinklrg ap-
proached

¬

the mss er with liquid po-
liteness

¬

aud then turned towards the-
Iron buuulLg as If showicz him tho way
Mr For l followed hia cautiously psln-
lully conscious thst hia hypocritical-
csnlne Introducer ws3 only availing him-
self

¬
of sa opportunity cf gaining ingress-

ioto the house and wss leadiojj aim as a-

responsible accomplice to proasble ex-
posure

¬

and dlszrece His expectations-
were quickly realized A lszy querulous-
feminine outcry with the word Yera-
that darned hound agin csi e from an-
acjscent room and his exposed sad-
abashed companion swlltly retreated-
psBt Mm Into tho rosd again Mr Ford-
found himself alone in rt plainly fur-
nished

¬
sitting room cdnfrontlsg the-

open door leidirg to another apartment-
at which the flgure of c Vtomsa pre-
ceded

¬

tastily by a thrown dishcloth hsd-
just appeared IS wss Mro McKinstry-
ner sleeves were rolled up over cer red-
but still ahapely srms and as she stood-
there wiping them on ner anion with her-
elbows advanced and her closed hands-
raised alternately in the air there waa an-
old pugilistic suggestion in her attitude-
I waa not lersened on her seddtn dis ¬

covery ol the master by her rereatlcg
bsckward3 with her hands up aad aer eN-
bows still well forward as If warily re-
tl leg to an imaginary corner-

Mr Ford st once tactfully stepped bsck-
from the doewsy I beg your pardon-
lie said delicately addressing thd oppo-
site

¬

wall but I found the dcor open snd
I followed the dog

Thats just one of hid plzenous-
trick responded Mrs MaKltsry dole ¬
fully from within Oay list eeK he
let In a Chlcamsn and in the natrsl-
hustlln that lollered he rnansged to help
himself outer the pork barl There sint-
no shtde o cu3 = edcssa that ornsry
hound aint up to Yet notwith-
standing

¬
this ominoui compari-

son
¬

she presently made her-
appearance with her sleeves turned dowr-
ter black woolen dress tidied asd a-

smile ct fatigued but not unkindly wel-
come

¬
end protection en her fice Duai-

ing a chslr with her apron and placing it-
before the ma3ter she continued mste-
rnlly Now that youre here set ye-
right down and make yourself at heme-
My men foles are all oat o door but-
some of ema sure to happen In soon for-
suthin that day aint yet created taat-
they dont come huntla up Mimra Mc-
Kinstry

¬

every live minutes for this talng-
or that-

The glow ot a certain hard prideburned-
tarough the careworn languor of her-
brown cheek What sho had said was-
strangely true Thi3 rawbontd woman-
before him although scarcely rniJdle-
sged had for years occupied a selfIm-
posed

¬

maternal and protectlag relation-
not only to her husband and brothers but-
to the three or four men who as partaera-
or hired liandp lived at tho ranch An-
Inherited end trainei symDathy with-
what she called her boysW and her-

men folk and their needs hsd partly-
unsexedher Shotvs3a fair type ot a-

class not uncommon on the southwestern-
frontier women who ware ruder help-
meets

¬
of their rude husbsnds and-

brothers wto had shared their-
privatloaa and suffsrlnga with-

Ce ttfnttetf on Third Faget


